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The Methodist Link

Linking the Methodist
Churches at Elburton,

Oreston, Pomphlett and
Cattedown to the Community



A church near you…

ORESTON METHODIST CHURCH
Plymstock Rd, Oreston PL9 7LL
WORSHIP AT 10.30am
Minister: Rev'd Simon Leigh Tel:335773
Secretary: Mrs Ann James Tel: 404971
Treasurer: Mrs Val Hopkin Tel:403425
Senior Steward: Mrs Dorothy Turpitt Tel: 484038
Link rep: Mr Roger Dodd Tel: 406850

POMPHLETT METHODIST CHURCH
Pomphlett Gardens, Plymouth PL9 7BL
www.pomphlettchurch.org.uk.
WORSHIP AT 9.30am
Minister: Rev'd Andrew Day, Tel: 342519
Secretary: Bert Symons, Tel: 210820
Treasurer: Mrs M Williams Tel: 493251
Senior Steward: Mrs Mary Symons Tel: 210802
Link rep: Mr Bert Symons Tel: 210820 or
email: pomphlett.church@gmail.com

ELBURTON METHODIST COMMUNITY CHURCH
Springfield Rd, Elburton PL9 8PR
WORSHIP AT 10.30am AND 6.30pm
Minister: Rev'd Simon Leigh Tel: 335773
Secretary: Mrs Tricia Stringer Tel: 482532
Treasurer: Mr Robert Faulkner Tel: 491779
Senior Stewards: Mrs Elizabeth Coleman Tel: 335662

and Mrs Jean Davies Tel: 404239
Link rep: Tony Raine Tel: 405483

GATEWAY PROJECT, CATTEDOWN
3 Tresillian St, Cattedown
WORSHIP AT 11.00am every 2nd Sunday of each month
Minister: Rev'd David Youngs Tel (880286)
Senior Steward: Mr Roger Dodd Tel 406850
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Editor: Tony Raine.
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Tel: 01752 405483 email: tonyraine@icloud.com
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24th December
ADVENT FOUR
2 Samuel 7:1-11,16
Psalm 89:1-4,19-26
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

31st December
Isaiah 61:10-62
Psalm 148
Galatians 4:4-7
Luke 2:22-40

7th January 2018
Genesis 1:1-5
Psalm 29
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11

3rd December
ADVENT ONE
Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 80:1-7,17-19
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37

10th December
ADVENT TWO
Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2,8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8

17th December
ADVENT THREE
Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11
Psalm 126
1Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8,19-28

14th January
1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20)
Psalm 139:1-6,13-18
1 Corinthians 6:12-30
John 1:43-51

21st January
Jonah 3:1-5,10
Psalm 62:5-12
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20

28th January
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Psalm 111
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28

THE TWO-MONTH LECTIONARY

COVER: A Christmas display created by Julia and Tony Washbrook and those
who attend Messy Church.



Dear One and All,

Advent, Christmas and Epiphany; preparation, celebration,
realisation.

Every year the cry goes up, 'what, Christmas already!' - Almost.
First however, comes Advent. The Church's liturgical new year and
a time to prepare for the great festival of Christmas. We will do as
we always do, we will prepare ourselves. Lists will be prepared for
Father Christmas, teachers and parents will look fraught as end of
terms draws near and the big day looms ahead! Carols will be
sung, Christingles lit, the great mystery will be unfurled. And then
the preparation and celebration will be over and suddenly it's New
Year and Epiphany.

This year, in all the busyness, please do take time to prepare
yourselves spiritually. That's what Advent is really for.

In all the hustle and bustle that we have made Christmas, so far
from the reality of Bethlehem that we've concocted something
unreal and synthetic; take the time to take-in the gift of God. We
then turn to Epiphany, which so often goes by almost
unacknowledged.

Epiphany gives us all an opportunity to bring ourselves before
Christ. We can offer ourselves as a gift and allow Christ to unwrap
our offering for his disposal. Epiphany gives us an opportunity to
realise God's providential plan for the world, for humankind; that in
God's love for the likes of you and I, he has decided to be with us,
to know us, and ultimately to die for us that we may all find life and
love and both in all its fullness. This through the coming of Christ
Jesus. Therefore, let us prepare our homes and hearts, our lives
and the parts we play for the celebration of Christ's birth and our

Letter for Elburton
and Oreston
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realisation of the gift we have been given, our own individual
Epiphany.

With every good wish for the season and may the coming of the
Christ child grant you peace.

Every blessing,

Simon.

CHRISTMAS SEASON
WITH JAM AND MESSY CHURCH

December 2nd 10.30am MESSY CHURCH

December 3rd 10.30am Sunday School JaM

December 10th 10.30am NATIVITY performed by JaM

December 17th 10.30am Sunday School JaM

December 24th 10.30am Sunday School JaM

December 24th 3.30pm CHRISTINGLE

December 25th 10.00am Short Christmas Day Service

January 6th 10.30am MESSY CHURCH

January 14th 10.30am Sunday School JaM

January 14th 2.00pm FAMILY CINEMA (no charge)

January 21st 10.30am Sunday School JaM

MISSION ALONGSIDE THE POOR
Once again you are invited to send a single Christmas card to all your
church friends. The money that you save this way can be donated to
'Mission Alongside the Poor'. The cards will be hung on a garland in the
church from December 3rd 2017.

See Jenny Weymouth



SUNDAY
SERVICES Morning Evening

10.30 am 6.30 pm except Dec 3rd
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Elburton Methodist Community Church

December 3rd Mrs Gillian Higgins Rev'd Simon Leigh (4.00pm)
ADVENT 1 CAROL SERVICE PARADE

4.00pm. Uniformed Organisations Carol Service
December 10th Rev'd Simon Leigh Rev'd Andrew Day
ADVENT 2 NATIVITY SACRAMENT
December 17th Miss Judith Allen Rev'd Simon Leigh
ADVENT 3 CAROL SERVICE
December 24th Rev'd Simon Leigh Rev'd Simon Leigh
ADVENT 4 SACRAMENT 3.30pm CHRISTINGLE
December 31st Mrs Di Smart NO SERVICE
NEW YEAR'S EVE

January 7th Mr Paul Whitell Rev'd Mark Lawrence

January 14th Rev'd Alison Richardson Rev'd Simon Leigh
FAMILY WORSHIP

January 21st Rev'd Simon Leigh Rev'd Simon Leigh
SACRAMENT HEALING / SACRAMENT

PLEASE NOTE THAT MOST OF THE FOLLOWING REGULAR
EVENTS WILL CEASE DURING THE CHRISTMAS PERIOD.



The Women's Network Fellowship,
now called MWiB, meets in the
Moore Hall of Elburton Methodist
Church. For more information
contact Carol Batchelor 491962.

TUESDAY
METHODIST WOMEN
IN BRITAIN - 2.30 p.m
December 5th Circuit Carols (P11)
December 12th Advent Carol Service
January 9th: Revd Tom Brassil
January 16th: Revd Terry Freeman
January 23rd: Revd Terry Higgins
January 30th: Mr Brian Hart.

Elburton Methodist Community Church
JaM (JESUS AND ME)
- 10.30 a.m.

SOUNDS ALIVE SINGERS

MONDAY
DANCE FITNESS - 10.30 a.m.

LUNCHEON CLUB - 11 a.m.

BEAVERS - 5 p.m. - 6.30 p.m.
CUB SCOUTS - 6.00 - 7-30 p.m.
SCOUTS - 7.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m.

NO MEETINGS ON 1st January

Contact Sarah Danning, 01752
881447 or email:
info@physicallyfabulous.co.uk
www.physicallyfabulous.co.uk

On Mondays lunches are provided for
those less able to cook for
themselves. Contact June Dinner
(407418) for 3rd Mondays, Barbara
Jeffery (311100) for the other
Mondays.

There are a few vacancies for boys
and girls and also helpers. Contact
Roger Galloway 268803 for more
information.

JaM is the name for our children's and
youth ministry. We meet in the Moore
Hall for 10.30 am. The first Sunday is
a family and parade service which we
are also part of, in the church.

When we have a presentation to work
towards we meet for rehearsals at
11.45 am after church on Sundays to
share our love of music.
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RAINBOWS - 4.30 p.m.
BROWNIES - 6.00 p.m.

PLYMSTOCK & RIDGEWAY
MEN'S GROUP 7.30 pm
December 5th Laira Youth Band
December 12th Reg Wood

Christmas party
BOTH MEETINGS AT RIDGEWAY
January details not given.

WIVES CLUB - 7.45 pm
Dec 5th: Christmas Meal, Staddon
Dec 12th: Carol Service
Jan 9th: Welcome back, Beatle Drive
Jan 16th:Thanks for making me laugh
Jan 23rd: Send a Cow update
Jan 30th: Story of a family business

HOME GROUP 1J - 7 p.m.
(Will cease to meet over Christmas)

WEDNESDAY
EXERCISE CLASS 2 p.m. - 3 p.m.

HOME GROUP 2 7.30 pm
(Will cease to meet over Christmas)

HOME GROUP 4 8 p.m.
(Will cease to meet over Christmas)

THURSDAY
WORKING PARTY
FIRST Thursdays from 9.30 am

Elburton Methodist Community Church
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Contact Julie Hoskin on 481605.
There is no Guides group at present.

Contact Andrew Gow (341037) for
more details. Half the meetings are
held at Ridgeway, the others are in
the Rank Hall, Elburton Methodist
Community Church.

Ladies are invited to join us on
Tuesday evenings at 7.45 pm in the
Elburton Moore Hall. For more
information contact Sylvia Harris
(514818) or Carol Pike (311150).
�
The Tuesday group is held at Pam
Kingsland's house and led by Rev'd
Simon Leigh.

Contact Denise Avent (402818)
.

Held at the home of Trisha Stringer
and led by Maureen Richardson
(407137)

A group meets at a different home
each week (helpful for the young
families who attend). Contact Jon
Carhart (480319).

Come and help us keep our church
in a good state of repair. Contact
Tony Sleep (403247) for details.



MEET AND EAT
THIRD Thursdays from 10 a.m.

TABLE TENNIS 3.15 - 5.15 p.m.

HOME GROUP 3 7.30 p.m.
(Will cease to meet over Christmas)

FRIDAY
LUNCHEON CLUB
11 a.m. (in term time)

SATURDAY
COFFEE MORNING
Last Saturday of the month
10 a.m. - noon NOT December

MESSY CHURCH
First Saturday of month 10.30 a.m.

Elburton Methodist Community Church
A good meal, tea/coffee, and
good company for everyone, led
by Rosemary Lee, Barbara
Jeffery (311100) and Jennifer
Tomlinson (403896).

Contact David Finemore
(406372)

David and Brenda Youngs
(880286) lead this group on
Thursday evenings at 7.30 pm at
Ruth Sweetland's home.

A lovely lunch provided for those
less able to provide for themselves.
Good food, good company.
Contact Trisha Stringer (482532).

Held in the Moore Hall, Arranged
by Margaret Passmore (404929),
run by various groups. Funds go to
church projects term time only.

An informal kind of worship tailored
to the needs of the whole family
with lots of fun, food, activities and
a Christian message.
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The next one is

January 18th

December 2nd - Christmas -
celebrating the Christmas story -
making cards, trees, stocking
and star prayers. Do come and
join us and bring the family!

In Oreston almost opposite the Methodist Church
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ELBURTON METHODIST COMMUNITY
CHURCH

Planning a party? Need a venue? Looking for a hall?
All our facilities are available for letting.

Come and see! We have large halls, meeting rooms, a stage, a
well equipped kitchen, our own car park, toilets suitable for those
who are less able, and all the facilities necessary for children's
parties, meetings, exhibitions and indoor sports such as table

tennis.

The buildings are all fully disability compliant with lift access to
every level and we have a performance licence. To look around or
for further details of price and availability please phone Sylvia Eke

on 954414

CIRCUIT METHODIST WOMEN IN BRITAIN
(NETWORK) ADVENT/CAROL SERVICE

This year’s Circuit MWiB Advent Service will take place on
Tuesday 5th December at Ivybridge Methodist Church, starting
at 2:30 pm. The Speaker will be Mrs Val Marriott, and there will
be light refreshments following the service. The collection will be
for ‘Amigos’, our district overseas project. Everyone is very
welcome to join us. For further details, please contact Carol
Batchelor (491962)
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HOMEWORKX
On the Broadway, Plymstock

01752 406599

Personal touch on all household
goods

Quality items you might have
forgotten existed

And all priced fairly and
accurately

Don't forget the FREE delivery

www.homeworkx.co.uk

Personal attention
our priority
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CHRISTIAN RESOURCES PROJECT
THE place for Christian Resources of all kinds in Plymouth -

and easily accessible!

Christian books at great prices
DVDs, resources for schools, church and youth work.

Open: Mon-Fri, 9.00am - 5.30pm
Sat, 10.00am - 4.00pm

Lipson Road below Greenbank Fire station - big blue
house on your right! 2 parking spaces.

Plus.. probably the best
second-hand Christian book
resources for miles around.
All this ...and more at the
Christian Resources Project.
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Methodist Women in Britain
Annual Event November 14-16 2017 at Sidholme

Excitement! Away from our usual tasks for a few days;
meeting friends old and new, sharing in activities, delighting in the
beautiful surroundings, having someone else to think about our food
and no washing up!

The theme was “Harder to make peace” and we were led by
Dr. Jill Barber (former Vice President of Conference). The title was
taken from a speech by Gerry Adams, the Sinn Fein leader, saying
it was “harder to make peace than to make war”.

Jill’s five sessions were brilliantly delivered and we benefited
from her scholarship and wit. She used screen as well as verbal
illustrations to make us think. We heard of the peace of God shown
through the teachings of the Celtic church and we studied an icon
from a 14th century artist depicting the three figures of the Trinity, (or
Abram’s three visitors). They sat in a circular shaping and we felt
that this extended out to include us too.

We heard of people who had the courage of their convictions
and listened to stories of conscientious objectors (C.O.s’) in WW1.
Jill had researched Methodist COs’, especially from 1916 when
conscription was introduced. Hearing their names made it personal
to us. Herbert Spencer (26) said in his defence statement that “...I
could not kill another man”. In WW1 there were 1600 COs; in WW2
there were 60000 COs

Prejudice and our attitude to one another was considered,



14

but sometimes passes over in our churches. Jill joked that
sometimes it’s easier to talk about pews! We must be open to each
other’s views and be open to God. We heard about disagreements
even in the Wesley family! Susanna W. wrote that “...father and I
seldom think alike”. In more recent times we heard of cultural
conditioning, gender issues and the effect of the Balfour Declaration
(1917) in the Middle East.

Should we be peacekeepers or peace makers? Jill told us of
three peacemakers; Oscar Romero supporting the rights of the poor
in El Salvador; a Methodist minister named Daniel Woodhouse, who
faced jail for attempting to disarm a Saudi bound jet with a friend.
The bombs were to be dropped over Yemen. The judge praised his
strong, honest views and the case was dropped. Jill spoke bravely
about her the mother who died only four weeks before aged 96, a
third peacemaker who taught her children never to let the sun go
down upon their wrath.

Our task is to work for just relationships, to listen with
respect, to engage in politics and to work globally in order to combat
economic and social threats.

Our final session was about people of peace and protest in
the Bible. Jill showed us a cartoon of a huge elephant with one of its
feet standing on the tail of a mouse. The caption read, “If you are
neutral in situations of injustice you have chosen the side of the
oppressor.” We read the story of the woman who touched Jesus for
healing and how she found peace in Jesus’ attitude to her and in his
words. She is returned to society from total exclusion. The madman
among the tombs was also healed and sent back to his community.
Jesus restores individually so that all will be blessed. We too should
share our stories and act for justice for all.

There was time for other activities including dance, walking,
Bible study, craft and expressive writing. Our final Communion was
led by our District Chairman Graham Thompson, a great way to
conclude this memorable event. Brenda Youngs
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HELP WITH YOUR BEAUTY, TIPS
By Audrey Hepburn

For attractive lips, speak words of kindness.
For lovely eyes, seek out the good in people.
For a slim figure, share your food with the hungry.
For beautiful hair, let a child run his/her fingers through it once a
day.
For poise, walk in the knowledge that you never walk alone.
People, even more than things, have to be restored, renewed,
revived, reclaimed and redeemed. Never throw out anyone.
Remember, if you ever need a helping hand, you will find one at
the end of each of your arms.

As you grow older, you will discover that you have two hands, one
for helping yourself and the other for helping others.

The actress Audrey Hepburn worked for UNICEF and did much
good in the world. The above was used in a Gateway Celebration.



Prayer Page
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PRAYERS FOR THE NEXT TWO MONTHS
FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Father God, this is the day when the church begins to think about Christmas. The
very word makes us feel excited. You want us to be excited about Christmas,
Father, and you want us to enjoy it. But you also want us to understand it. In these
Sundays of Advent teach us, Father, what Christmas means... Through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Our Father, we thank you for the bible which tells us the Christmas story. Thank
you, too, for the writings, centuries before, which tell of the coming Saviour King.
Thank you for those who toiled and gave their lives so that we could have the bible
in our own language. Help us to understand your word and to treasure it as you
speak to us from it, preparing our hearts for Christmas.

FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Father, through John the Baptist you tried to prepare your people for the coming of
Jesus. Will you try to prepare us too? Prepare our hearts and minds that we may
know what to look for in the coming of Jesus Christ into our world... May we show
the joy of the Advent message in our lives day by day. Though him who came at
Christmas time. AMEN.

From Prayers before Worship
FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Lord, as you dispelled the fears of a maiden mother by whispering the promise of
your presence, so banish the world’s misconceptions about you and your ways.
Come to each of us. Roll back the clouds of doubt and pessimism. Fill our
individual lives with servant love and direct the nations to humble awareness; for
you are God, rich in mercy, strong in righteousness, ready to make your home with
us now and for ever.

From Further Everyday Prayers
CHRISTMAS
Jesus, new-born child of all time, we greet your birth with wide-eyed delight. You
are precious beyond words for our world needs your presence more than ever. Let
the angels’ promise of your good news offering joy and peace to all the world be
heard by those who lead and guide. Let kings bow down and all creation greet
this holy moment as we seek to grasp its magnitude. For you are God’s gift
silently delivered to every human heart.
From Further Everyday Prayers
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ELBURTON METHODIST COMMUNITY
CHURCH

Planning a party? Need a venue? Looking for a hall?
All our facilities are available for letting.

Come and see! We have large halls, meeting rooms, a stage, a
well equipped kitchen, our own car park, toilets suitable for those
who are less able, and all the facilities necessary for children's
parties, meetings, exhibitions and indoor sports such as table

tennis.

The buildings are all fully disability compliant with lift access to
every level and we have a performance licence. To look around or
for further details of price and availability please phone Sylvia Eke

on 954414

NEW YEAR
Mysterious new year so wrapped in reserve and surprise
you have no reason to feel smug or even condescending. After all, the
majestic God has full knowledge of you just as he has of me. There is not
an issue that you can evade. Furthermore you are powerless to do anything
to me that God does not permit. All he allows in his infinite wisdom is for my
ultimate good and his greatest glory. Consequently this new year, you cannot
trick or disillusion me by your baffling unexplainables or your feverish activity. My
times are in the hands of my sovereign God whose power is infinite and whose
love for me is everlasting.

Ruth Harms Calkin

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 18th-25th January
God of unity, Trinity of the Three, You call your people to be one that the world
may believe. Grant us your Spirit that we might act and speak with one voice so
that our world’s pains and divisions may be transformed by healing, hope and
reconciliation, Our Lord’s prayer be answered, and your name glorified and
hallowed. Amen.

Prayers kindly supplied by Rev'd David Youngs
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For lawns,
hedges, patios,
paths, painting,
and decorating
- please call:

Plymouth's new dedicated wool
shop. We are the stockist for
Kingcole, Debbie bliss, Louise
harding, Schoppell, wool craft,
Jarol, Designer yarns, Knit pro,
Pony, and bamboo needles. Plus
items for those who sew. We have
over 2,000 patterns plus lots of gift
ideas too. Opening hours are
Tuesday - Saturday 9.30am-4pm
Sunday and Monday closed.

Wool Tree, Plymstock Road,
Oreston, Plymouth PL9 7LH

01752 491059
tom_craft2@hotmail.co.uk
Find us opposite Watts in Oreston.

WOOL TREE

.

ABBEYFIELD AT CHRISTMAS
The Abbeyfield Society will be running its Companionship at Christmas
campaign again this year, running from now through the festive period
into January. Local houses will be opening their doors to offer
companionship or a free meal. Contact on Monday-Wednesday
Samantha Garland Senior House Manager (West Division) Devon &
Cornwall. c/o Abbeyfield Society, 7 Lockington Ave, Hartley, Plymouth,
PL3 5QR Mobile: 07387015535 Email: s.garland@abbeyfield.com
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ALTERNATIVE WORSHIP
In the evening of the third Sunday of most months we hold an
alternative form of worship. We use guitar and keyboard for more
modern songs with strong tunes, and tea or coffee is provided at the
beginning of the service. Preachers often allow the congregation to ask
questions and discuss what they have said, as part of the worship.
NEXT: Sunday January 21st

BIG BREAKFAST

Saturday 13th January

In aid of Church Projects

Another chance to sample the cooking skills of
Doreen (319502) and Sylvia (954414). Contact

Denise (402818), Sylvia or Doreen for more
details.

NAVIGATING CHANGE
Last week I went to “Navigating Change “ at Central Hall with Simon,
a day of discussion and workshops on the way forward and
encouraging new Christians. One of the suggestions was to add the
website christianity.org.uk to literature, posters etc. so people can
find out more about Christianity. I’ve had a look at the site and it looks
quite informative and encouraging for anyone reading our magazine
including anyone who is not a regular Churchgoer.

Liz Coleman (CHIEF STEWARD)
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Not every preacher inspires us to write poetry, so congratulations to
Rev'd Darren Middleton for a wonderful service, for his appearance in
London at the Remembrance Day service and also to our resident poet,
June Dinner.

AT ELBURTON

On Sunday morning the 5th of November
Without a doubt, a time we will remember.

Nothing to do with the Gunpowder ploy
But a service alight with laughter and joy.

Padre Darren Middleton led the morning devotion
Kindling the spirit and igniting emotion.

Feeding the five thousand and the Zaraphath widow were
the readings that day

Illuminating how we should all put our trust in God, share and obey.
I'm sure that we were all moved to follow this teaching

And to know that our actions could be far-reaching.

June Dinner

POETRY CORNER

JAM SUPPORTS SEND A COW
Young people in JAM were moved by the talk David
Bragg gave at the Harvest last year and they
wanted to collect money for the charity. They
succeeded in handing over a cheque for £100 to
the Send a Cow ambassadors Tony and Pauline
Raine who were able to turn it into £200 because
UK AID is doubling every penny given until the end
of December.
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SUNDAY SERVICES ARE AT 10.30 AM
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Oreston Methodist Church

December 3rd Rev'd Simon Leigh SACRAMENT
ADVENT 1
December 10th Mr Brian Gerry
ADVENT 2
December 17th Rev'd Simon Leigh CAROL SERVICE (P???)
ADVENT 3
December 24th NO MORNING SERVICE
ADVENT 4
December 31st Rev'd Simon Leigh
NEW YEAR'S EVE

January 7th Rev'd Simon Leigh SACRAMENT

January 14th (to be arranged)

January 21st Mrs Ann Cullum

Lee, A seven-year-old boy, was asked to say thanks for the
Christmas dinner. The family members bowed their heads in
expectation. Lee began his prayer, thanking God for his Mummy,
Daddy, brothers, sister, Grandma, and all his aunts and uncles.
Then he began to thank God for the food. He gave thanks for the
turkey, the stuffing, the Christmas pudding, even the cranberry
sauce. Then Lee paused, and everyone waited ... and waited. After
a long silence, the young fellow looked up at his mother and asked,
"If I thank God for the Brussels sprouts, won't he know that I'm
lying?"
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Oreston Methodist Church - Sunday 17th
December at 4pm

Christmas Carol Service

To be led by Simon Leigh
Mince pies and cream to be served at the

end of the service.
A warm welcome is extended to everyone.
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!"#$%&'($)*
Funeral Services

01752 423024
Available 24 hours

Affordable 
Funerals 

£1800

For more information, please call 
us on the number below for a 

no obligation chat or visit us on
www.westfunerals.co.uk

Covering Plymouth and surrounding areas

“As a small 
independent 
funeral 
director, we 
offer a caring, 
professional 
service, helping 
families with 
the whole process including 
any funding if needed.”

Shelley - our 
funeral director



ORESTON EVENTS...
Oreston Parents and
Toddlers
The Group meets every Friday
in term time, in the Church Hall
from 1.30pm - 3.15pm. All are
welcome.

Oreston Stitch, Knit &
Natter
The group meets every
Monday from 2.00 – 4.00 pm
in the Church Hall. Craft
activities of many types take
place and all are welcome to
attend.

All Age Table
Tennis

2 pm to 4 pm each Tuesday
(excluding School Holidays)
Used to Play? Want to Learn?
or just want to have some fun
& exercise at the same time?
Drop in any Tuesday and
expect A WARM WELCOME!

THE INTERCHURCH
BIBLE STUDY GROUP
Twice monthly from 1 pm.
2nd Tuesday at Pomphlett
with Revd. Andy Day (342519)
and 4th Tuesday at Oreston.
Current Bible Study Subjects:
Bad Girls & Bad Boys?

24

Just before Christmas God was looking down at Earth and saw all of
the evil that was going on. He decided to send an angel down to
Earth to check it out. When she returned she told God, yes it is bad
on Earth, 95% is bad and 5% is good. Well, he thought for a moment
and said, maybe I had better send down a second angel to get
another point of view. when that angel returned she said yes, the
Earth was in decline, 95% was bad and 5% was good. So God
decided to email the 5% that were good to encourage them. Do you
know what that email said?
Ah, so you didn't get one either?



WHO IS
THE
BOY?

answer on page 36

Light lunch and carol singing for fun
with Brian Gerry.

At Oreston Methodist Church on Monday
18th !ecember 2017

Light lunch at 1pm. Cost £5
IT IS ESSENTIAL TO BOOK LUNCH

WITH ANN ON 01752 404971
This event is in aid of Action for Children.
There will be stalls and an opportunity to
view the church which will be decorated for

Christmas.
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Based in Laira, Plymouth we offer home
from home care for your cat where he or
she is guaranteed to receive 100% TLC.
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POMPHLETT METHODIST CHURCH

PREACHERS AT POMPHLETT ON SUNDAYS AT 9.30 AM

December 3rd FRESH EXPRESSIONS
ADVENT 1
December 10th Rev'd Andrew Day SACRAMENT
ADVENT 2
December 17th Rev'd Terry Higgins
ADVENT 3
December 24th Mr Nigel Norris
ADVENT 4
December 31st FRESH EXPRESSIONS
NEW YEAR'S EVE

January 7th Mrs Di Smart

January 14th Rev'd Andrew Day SACRAMENT

January 21st Mr Brian Westlake

January 28th Mr Nigel Norris

According to the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, while both
male and female reindeer grow antlers in the summer each year,
male reindeer drop their antlers at the beginning of winter, usually
late November to mid-December.
Female reindeer retain their antlers till after they give birth in the
spring. Therefore, according to EVERY historical rendition
depicting Santa's reindeer, EVERY single one of them, from
Rudolph to Blitzen, had to be a girl.



!"#$%&'()*+$(%
!"#$%&'()*%$+,-%.(/,0

!"#$%&'()*+$(%&"($&"&,)-.&$%*"/,0%+$1&,)2",3
4"#0,5&(6-&/6%0-$%%&*+"*&+"%&/$$-&0-&'(07*)-

4)(&89:&5$"(%;
<$&"($&"&46,,5&0-1$=$-1$-*&%#",,&>6-$(",

?0($2*)(%3&=()@010-.&"&=()4$%%0)-",3&*("10*0)-",
%$(@02$3&0-&"&($,"7$13&2"(0-.&#"--$(;

<$&"($&"@"0,"/,$&AB&C)6(%&"&1"53&9DE&1"5%&"&5$"(

!"#$%&'()*%++','-
!."%/01234562"7%8##16554%91##7%:01;5627%<#=>6?5.%<@+%*:A

$#"0,F G"#$%/()*+$(%H.#"0,;2)# I$/%0*$F&III;46-$(",10($2*)(%=,5#)6*+;)(.;6J
!"#$%&"'"()*(('"%%+),-."%)/'0&1"'%)234"'-5)6$'"7&0'%)8$.$&"()91"):'$4(%&04";)<55$0&&%)=$55;/'$>&04)?5@.03&1;)6"A04)?8B)C/D

E0.F-4@)43.G"'+)HCIIJKL)#$A"4)-&)E0.F-4$"%)=03%")E-'($MM

29



3030

!"#$%&''%()$*)"+%
&,-%!".),-+%&/%

0#$12')//%324"52%

!"#$%&'()*+,-%.*))+/0,(%.-*01%%

!"#$%&'()*(%+#,-((./+"0+10%(234(
532&+#&(6789::76;:6(3<(%=+"0(
>3=>,0%&&-#,?<#,@A=+"0-#3=(



3131

!

!

Domestic and Commercial Electrician 

Please contact us for a FREE quotation 

Tel �± 07813 195943 

Website �± www.rc-electrical.net 

Email �± rc.electrical@outlook.com 
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Dear Friends,
Sunday 3rd December begins the real countdown to

Christmas and is known as Advent Sunday - a time of expectant
waiting and preparation for the celebration of the coming of Jesus.
Society around us celebrates Christmas as a time of feasting, giving
presents, decorating the home and the Christmas tree. Yet for
Christians, it is the arrival of God’s Son who came to earth as one of
us – born of a human mother and brought up in a family.

He learnt a trade as a carpenter and obviously came into
contact with a lot of people including a man whom we know as John
the Baptist. It was through John that Jesus began His three-year
ministry of teaching, healing and forgiving. It came to a head when
He was brought to trial and crucified for claiming to be God’s Son.
BUT three days’ later, God raised Jesus back to life and He lives
forevermore with God in heaven.

The gift that He offers to all of us is that IF we believe He is
God’s Son THEN we will have eternal life with Him. WOW what a
tremendous gift!

Christina Rossetti wrote this carol: Love came down at
Christmas, Love all lovely, Love divine; Love was born at Christmas,
star and angels gave the sign. Worship we the Godhead, Love
incarnate, Love divine, worship we our Jesus, but wherewith for
sacred sign? Love shall be our token, love be yours and love be
mine, love to God and all men, love for plea and gift and sign.

May YOU have a wonderful Christmas and a very happy New
Year. Your brother in Christ,

David
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Congratulations to Mary Cox, Pam Solway and Tricia Mullins
who will be celebrating birthdays over the next couple of
months.

On Wednesday December 13th we are having our final Coffee
Morning of the year and we will have a special Christmas one
with carols and mince pies.

Because of holidays we do not normally hold a Sunday
Celebration in January. The December one is replaced by the
Coffee Morning of Carols and Mince Pies.

The Coffee Morning begins again in the new year on
Wednesday 10th January.

On December 6th we would like if we can, to arrange to take
everyone to the Otter Garden Centre for our Coffee Morning.

Answer:DavidYoungs
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SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
Mary was dozing off in a chair when Gabriel, the angel, spoke
to her. "Mary" he called gent ly.
Mary thought through the filter of her dream that it was her
father.
"Go away, Dad. IÕm sleeping."
The angel spoke again, "Mary. Peace be with you."
"Yeh, yeh."
"Mary. I have a message for you from God," the angel
persisted.
She wriggled down into her chair "Yeh, right ."
Gabriel f inally spoke loudly, "Wake up Mary."
She j erked awake, "Who, what , . . . I am - what is it?""
"Look at me Mary. I've come from God to speak to you."
Mary st ruggled to understand, "God sent you to speak to me?"
"Yes Mary."
"But .. . .No. YouÕve got the wrong person. IÕm j ust Mary - the
wife-to-be of a carpenter. I'm nothing. Allright , weÕre
bet rothed. IÕve got a ring and weÕve promised before God and
everything, and only divorce can separate us now, but we
donÕt even live in our own house yet . We have a big ceremony
next year and then we can."
"The Lord is with you Mary and has great ly blessed you."
"I know. JosephÕs gorgeous, isnÕt he?"
"No I donÕt mean that ."
"Oh. What then?"
"DonÕt be afraid, Mary."
She looked start led. "I don't think I was unt il you said that ."
"God has been gracious to you. You will become pregnant and
give birth to a son."
"ThatÕs lovely. Joseph and I wanted at least six kids in a year
or two, once heÕs got the business up and running."
"I mean now, Mary".
"DonÕt be silly. We arenÕt allowed to. We havenÕt been
together that way. We haven't had the ceremony."
"You will call him Jesus."
Mary began to frown. "I donÕt know what Joseph would have to
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say about that . It means 'God is salvat ion, ' doesnÕt it?HeÕll want
him named after his dad."
Gabrielle cont inued with his message. "This Jesus will be great
and will be called the son of the most high God. The Lord God
will make him a king, as his ancestor David was and he will be the
king of the descendants of Jacob and all people for ever. His
kingdom will never end."
"But this canÕt happen!" Mary protested. "I canÕt be pregnant ! We
donÕt want .. . , we havenÕt ... , I mean, I never have."
"The Holy Spirit will rest in you, and GodÕs power will come upon
you. This child will be called the Son of God."
"You mean... ItÕs not even going to be JosephÕs?"
"The boy will know Joseph as his earthly father. God is his
heavenly father."
"It doesnÕt work like that ." Mary said uncertainly. "Things like this
canÕt happen."
"Things like this are already happening. Remember your relat ive
Elizabeth?"
"Yeh. I know Elizabeth. The poor dear will never have children
and they so wanted one. SheÕs too old now, of course."
"She is now six months pregnant , even though she is so old, for
there is nothing that God canÕt do."
Mary thought about this for a long moment . Gabrielle stood by
and gave her t ime. Finally she said, "Angels donÕt tell f ibs, do
they?If Elizabeth can have a baby at her age, then anything can
happen. It must be t rue. IÕm pregnant !"
She steeled herself and stood up. She took a deep breath. "Tell
God I am his servant , and whatever he wants is OK with me." She
hesitated, "ThereÕs j ust one lit t le problem. What on earth am I
going to tell Joseph?He's a good man but he won't believe me."
"Mary, up unt il now, for millions of years people have behaved as
animals do, react ing self ishly to the world around them. It is at
last t ime for Jesus to show them a different way of living. From
this point the world will never ever be the same again. In the
light of a change so enormous absolutely nothing can stand in the
way, least of all the react ion of a good man to his future wife's
acceptance of God's ult imate gif t . I'l l have a word with him." AR



Christmas Services 2017
at Elburton Methodist Church

December 2nd 10.30am CHRISTMAS
MESSY CHURCH

December 3rd 4pm UNIFORMED
ORGANISATIONS'
CAROL SERVICE

December 10th 10.30am JAM presents a
CHRISTMAS
NATIVITY

December 17th 6.30pm CANDLELIGHT
SERVICE

December 24th 3.30pm CHRISTINGLE
SERVICE

December 25th 10.00am FAMILY CHRISTMAS
DAY CELEBRATION

December 31st 10.30am MRS DI SMART
(no evening service)


