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A church near you…

ORESTON METHODIST CHURCH
Plymstock Rd, Oreston PL9 7LL
WORSHIP AT 10.30am
Minister: Rev'd Simon Leigh Tel:335773
Secretary: Mrs Ann James Tel: 404971
Treasurer: Mrs Val Hopkin Tel:403425
Senior Steward: Mrs Dorothy Turpitt Tel: 484038
Link rep: Mr Roger Dodd Tel: 406850

POMPHLETT METHODIST CHURCH
Pomphlett Gardens, Plymouth PL9 7BL
www.pomphlettchurch.org.uk.
WORSHIP AT 9.30am
Minister: Rev'd Andrew Day, Tel: 342519
Secretary: Bert Symons, Tel: 210820
Treasurer: Mrs M Williams Tel: 493251
Senior Steward: Mrs Mary Symons Tel: 210802
Link rep: Mr Bert Symons Tel: 210820 or
email: www.pomphlettchurch.org

ELBURTON METHODIST COMMUNITY CHURCH
Springfield Rd, Elburton PL9 8PR
WORSHIP AT 10.30am AND 6.30pm
Minister: Rev'd Simon Leigh Tel: 335773
Secretary: Mrs Tricia Stringer Tel: 482532
Treasurer: Mr Robert Faulkner Tel: 491779
Senior Steward: Mrs Pauline Raine Tel:405483
Lettings Secretary: Mrs Helen Carhart Tel: 480319
Link rep: Tony Raine Tel: 405483

GATEWAY PROJECT, CATTEDOWN
3 Tresillian St, Cattedown
WORSHIP AT 11.00am every 2nd Sunday of each month
Minister: Rev'd David Youngs Tel (880286)
Senior Steward: Mr Roger Dodd Tel 406850
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ABOUT YOUR LINK

Editor: Tony Raine.
Advertising Manager: Tony Raine

email: tonyraine@icloud.com
Tel: 01752 405483 mobile: 07505 286682

NB The Editor may need to amend or omit articles submitted
though he will do neither without discussing it with you.

THE JULY ISSUE DEADLINE IS SUNDAY JUNE 10th
The Link is available in printed format or online in colour, at

www.elburtonmethodist.org.uk/thelink
or your church web site.

Contact Tony Raine on 405483 for details. mobile: 07505 286682

Printed by Bretonside Copy, Mayflower House, 50-54 Bretonside, Plymouth, Devon PL4 0AU 01752 665254
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THE LECTIONARY

FRONT COVER: Blue skies and aquamarine seas. Wembury
beach at the start of Summer.

June 3rd
1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20)
Psalm 139:1-6,13-18
2 Corinthians 4:5-12
Mark 2:23-3:6

June 10th
1 Samuel 8:4-11(12-15)
16-20(11:14-15)
Psalm 138
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Mark 3:20-35

June 17th
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
Psalm 20
2 Corinthians 5:6-10(11-13)
(14-17)
Mark 4:26-34

June 24th
1 Samuel 17:32-49
Psalm 9:9-20
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41



Letter for Elburton
and Oreston
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Dear One and All,

This last week following Ascension Day the Methodist Church
along with Christians around the world, have been sharing in the
Archbishop of Canterbury's initiative, 'Thy Kingdom Come'. On
Thursday evening an ecumenical service was held in the church
followed by a prayer walk around Elburton. It felt good. I am not
one for street evangelism but this was different; it was good to
pray outside for our friends and neighbours in the local community.
We prayed outside the shops and school and pubs - we simply
prayed and asked God 'that His will be done'.
Praying is such a simple thing. And yet I know it is easily
neglected. Prayer should be at the heart of all we do as individuals
and as church. Pray without ceasing should be the offering of our
daily living. Perhaps this Pentecost our prayer should be that the
Holy Spirit should come and renew our prayer lives and give us
vision for God's Kingdom.
On Saturday this week we celebrated with Andy and Pauline as
they married in church. It was a real family wedding and by that I
mean, the family of the church gathered around them with prayers,
with love and genuine affection. Having a fry-up for the wedding
breakfast was inspired and the black pudding was great too! We
wish them both well.
So often it seems that we cannot do much to change the way
things are, but what we can do is pray that God brings about
change through the work of the Spirit. So then, let us resolve to
pray more and seek through prayer God's guidance.
Every blessing,

Simon
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HIGH VIEW
BOARDING CATTERY

Your Local Cattery
! All special needs catered for
! Daily and weekly overnight

stays available
! Discount on longer stays
! Indoor or outdoor pens

with heating pads

Call 01752 405549
91 Underlane, Plymstock, Plymouth PL9 9LB

Publicity
As well as information on our own church, there is
a large amount of publicity being presented for
display. It was agreed at a stewards' meeting
that on ceasing to be a steward, the oversight
of notice boards and leaflets should pass to Jean
Davies as part of her publicity duties. Please
discuss with Jean the display of posters, letters
and leaflets, to enable the best place to be found.
Hopefully this will "tidy up" the noticeboards and
leaflet rack and make important information more
visible. Jean would appreciate your co-operation.

I wish to thank the folk of Elburton Methodist for all the support
and care given to me and my family after our loss of Mavis. Mavis`s
faith was so strong she had no fear of death.
You have helped me to keep going over the past few years.With
many grateful thanks to a very caring and loving Church.

Mel



SUNDAY
SERVICES Morning Evening

10.30 am 6.30 pm
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Elburton Methodist Community Church

June 3rd Mrs Ann Cullum Mrs Di Smart/Rev'd S. Leigh
SACRAMENT

June 10th Mrs Di Smart/Team Mr Keith Angilley
METHODIST HOMES

June 17th Rev'd Simon Leigh United Service REFRESH
SACRAMENT at Elburton Methodist.

Pulpit exchange. Refreshments.

June 24th Mrs Val Marriott Rev'd Simon Leigh

A job applicant was asked, "What would you consider to be your
main strengths and weaknesses?" "Well," he began, "my main
weakness would definitely be my issues with reality—telling
what’s real from what’s not."
"Okay," said the interviewer. "And what are your strengths?"
"I’m Batman."



The Women's Network Fellowship,
now called MWiB, meets in the
Moore Hall of Elburton Methodist
Church. For more information
contact Carol Batchelor 491962

Contact Julie Hoskin on 481605.
There is no Guides group at present.

TUESDAY
METHODIST WOMEN
IN BRITAIN - 2.30 p.m
June 5th New and Favourite Hymns
Fundraising for Amigos
June 12th Pastor Rob Clift
June 19th Mrs Sheila Merrin
June 26th Mrs Mary Smythe
RAINBOWS
BROWNIES - 6.00 p.m.

Elburton Methodist Community Church
JaM (JESUS AND ME)
- 10.30 a.m.

SOUNDS ALIVE SINGERS

MONDAY
DANCE FITNESS - 10.30 a.m.

LUNCHEON CLUB - 11 a.m.

BEAVERS - 5 p.m. - 6.30 p.m.
CUB SCOUTS - 6.00 - 7-30 p.m.
SCOUTS - 7.30 p.m. - 9.00 p.m.

Contact Sarah Danning, 01752
881447 or email:
info@physicallyfabulous.co.uk
www.physicallyfabulous.co.uk

On Mondays lunches are provided for
those less able to cook for
themselves. Contact June Dinner
(407418) for 3rd Mondays, Barbara
Jeffery (311100) for the other
Mondays.

There are a few vacancies for boys
and girls and also helpers. Contact
Roger Galloway 268803 for more
information.

JaM is the name for our children's and
youth ministry. We meet in the Moore
Hall for 10.30 am.

When we have a presentation to work
towards we meet for rehearsals at
11.45 am after church on Sundays to
share our love of music.
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PLYMSTOCK & RIDGEWAY
MEN'S GROUP 7.30 pm
June 12th David Hocking (Ridgeway)
Local Railway Stations
June 26th Reg Wood (Elburton)
Annual Meal Out at Kings Arms
Oreston, 6 pm for 6.30 pm
No more meetings until September.

WIVES CLUB - 7.45 pm
June 5th Ursula Myers
Saltram from the Outside.
June 12th SUMMER TRIP
June 19th Adam Hart-Davis
What the Victorians did for us.
June 26th Mo Harris
My Experiences in Barnardos,

HOME GROUP 1 - 7.30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
EXERCISE CLASS 2 p.m. - 3 p.m.

HOME GROUP 2 7.30 pm

HOME GROUP 4 8 p.m.

THURSDAY
WORKING PARTY from 9,30 am
FIRST Thursdays of the month .

Elburton Methodist Community Church
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Contact Andrew Gow (341037) for
more details. Half the meetings are
held at Ridgeway, the others are in
the Rank Hall, Elburton Methodist
Community Church.

Ladies are invited to join us on
Tuesday evenings at 7.45 pm in the
Elburton Moore Hall. For more
information contact Sylvia Harris
(514818) or Carol Pike (311150).
�

The Tuesday home-group is co-
ordinated by Di Smart and is held at
homes of the group. For more
information contact Di (405435) or
Pam Kingsland (519452)..

Contact Denise Avent (402818)
.
Held at the home of Trisha Stringer
and led by Maureen Richardson
(407137)

A group meets at a different home
each week (helpful for the young
families who attend). Contact Jon
Carhart (480319).

Come and help us keep our church
in a good state of repair. Contact
Tony Sleep (403247) for details.



MEET AND EAT
THIRD Thursdays from 10 a.m.

TABLE TENNIS 3.15 - 5.15 p.m.

HOME GROUP 3 7.30 p.m.

FRIDAY
LUNCHEON CLUB
11 a.m. (in term time)

SATURDAY
COFFEE MORNING
Last Saturday of the month
10 a.m. - noon

MESSY CHURCH
First Saturday of month 10.30 a.m.

Elburton Methodist Community Church
A good meal, tea/coffee, and
good company for everyone, led
by Rosemary Lee, Barbara
Jeffery (311100) and Jennifer
Tomlinson (403896).

Contact David Finemore
(406372)

David and Brenda Youngs
(880286) lead this group on
Thursday evenings at 7.30 pm at
Ruth Sweetland's home.

A lovely lunch provided for those
less able to provide for themselves.
Good food, good company.
Contact Trisha Stringer (482532).

Held in the Moore Hall, Arranged
by Margaret Passmore (404929),
run by various groups. Funds go to
church projects, term time only.
An informal kind of worship tailored
to the needs of the whole family
with lots of fun, food, activities and
a Christian message.

9
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MESSY CHURCH
SATURDAY 2nd JUNE

The theme this month is:
Love your world, activities
include face painting, collage, decorating
T shirts and hats. Bible Ref: Psalm 8

NO COMMENT
Pythagoras' theorem - 24 words
The Lord's Prayer - 66 words
Archimedes' Principle - 67 words
The Ten Commandments - 179 words
The US Declaration of Independence - 1,300 words
EU regulations on the sale of cabbages - 26,911 words

CALLING ALL “KNITWITS”

This is a follow up to my earlier information. I
have now sent the wonderful sum of £160 to
the Lions Club of Plymouth. This was the
amount of sponsorship generously donated for
our Knitting Day in support of the Club's fund
raising effort for Diabetes UK and local
Bereavement services. With Gift Aid added the
sum should reach £200.
I would like to thank all willing knitters for giving
of their time and all our generous sponsors.

Jean
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ELBURTON METHODIST COMMUNITY
CHURCH

Planning a party? Need a venue? Looking for a hall?
All our facilities are available for letting.

Come and see! We have large halls, meeting rooms, a stage, a
well equipped kitchen, our own car park, toilets suitable for those
who are less able, and all the facilities necessary for children's
parties, meetings, exhibitions and indoor sports such as table

tennis.

The buildings are all fully disability compliant with lift access to
every level and we have a performance licence. To look around or

for further details of price and availability please phone Helen
Carhart on 480319.
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Peter Ough

On Monday, April 16th at Elburton Methodist Community

Church there was a wonderful service to celebrate Peter
Ough's life. He was a well-respected steward and a long

standing member of the Church.

Peter loved his music and had asked for Christine Clamp and
Stephen Gibbons to play and the Yealmpton Gospel Choir to
sing. He would have appreciated the singing of a good choice

of beautiful hymns.

After the reading of Ecclesiastes Chapter 3:1-13 Simon
reflected on "Everything to its Season." Peter had a great faith

and is now at peace with his Lord.

We were able to share our memories of time spent with Peter at
Staddon Golf Club after the service and we were given a packet

of Forget-me-not seeds to scatter in our gardens.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Michelle, Lizzie, Simon and
Jack and the family at this sad time.

M. P.

Peter Ough passed away
on the Tuesday morning
after Easter.
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01752 657559

S J POWER
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Domestic & Commercial installations,

maintenance, repairs, fault-finding,
testing & inspection, Part P works.

NIC EIC Approved Contractor and
Domestic Installer. registered and fully

insured.
Phone 01752 939470
Mobile 07966 448746

recommended again this month



Letter from Uganda

to award it to them. Silas was able to intervene and Nicola sent us
the following email after the meeting:

The District Council met yesterday and late in the afternoon the
issue of the land was tabled. Silas was invited to attend the meeting
which we were happy about as we knew it would silence some of
the opposition. There was a lot of debate and definitely a fair bit of
opposition but finally the motion was passed that King of Kings
would be allotted the land….. Hallelujah!
I can’t tell you how relieved and excited we are. Thank you again

for your prayers and support we are so grateful!
This was the first and major step, now it has to go through several
committees and to Central Government to have the land surveyed
etc. These committees will also decide whether, or if, we will be
given the option to buy, lease or even have donated the land (that
would definitely have to be a mighty miracle but we know with God
all things are possible!)
At each stage we will be expected to pay every committee and
cover the costs of all actions taken which once again will require a
lot more miracles.
It is great to be back in touch once again. Here in Western Uganda we
are now in the cooling rainy season after months of hot sun. Everything
in the ground is springing back to life and the nation is green once again.
This has been an exciting season for us, we don’t seem to have stopped
since the New Year started but it has been a time of celebration and joy
on many fronts. Once again Silas was elected as a Provincial Overseer
which we humbly thank God for. This means he is the overseer (Bishop)
of over 2000 churches in Western Uganda plus the 250 of our own!! Silas
has a gift for bringing people together; inspiring them to work together,
and he also has the wisdom to help them work through their differences.
In March we enrolled 62 students for Term One of a new SALT School.
This is a two year programme that equips and trains pastors and leaders

Recently we received an urgent prayer
request from Silas. The land on which
their church was built was desired by
others and a Council meeting was about



for effective ministry. I now have the privilege of being the Principal of
the school and I absolutely love it.
Can you believe it is 10 years ago that we started King of Kings
Ministries? So much has happened and God has been incredibly faithful.
We felt it would be a wonderful opportunity to thank God and hold a
Ten Year Anniversary Celebration. We even decided to invite the
President of Uganda and so we began planning in earnest!! Rather than
hire marquees we extended the church. (Not such a huge deal when you
remember its walls are made from planks of wood!!) Funds were raised,
invites sent out and on the day 2000 people gathered to sing and praise
God for ALL He has done in the last 10 years. In the end the President
wasn’t able to come but he sent the Minister of State for Finance and
Development to represent him who read a letter written by the
President.

Mercy, our daughter, went back to school, managed to complete her
‘A’ Levels in just one year and achieved good results so is now applying
to Universities to do a Bachelor’s. Amanya is in her final primary year of
Education and is studying very hard for important leaving exams towards
the end of the year. Joan, whom we have virtually adopted as part of
the family now, successfully completed her Diploma in Social Work and
is still living with us as she looks for a permanent position.

My mum in England continues to deteriorate with dementia, it is
certainly a difficult season and a lot of pressure on my dad and sister so
would greatly value your continued prayers. I am planning to go home
for a month in the summer to help out in any way I can.

As always we want to thank you for all your financial, prayer and love
support you give to us. Thank you for sowing into the Tayebwa family
and in God’s Kingdom here in Uganda!!
May God bless you abundantly!!

Silas, Nicola and the Girls
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A BIG breakfast held for Christian Aid on Saturday 12th April was very
successful, partly because it became literally a Wedding Breakfast for
Andrew Gow and Pauline Scott. The astonishing sum of £425.72 was
raised as a result of hours of very hard work. Thank you to all who did
it.
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The next one is

Thursday 21st June

A THANK YOU
Thank you to you all for your prayers. for the beautiful flowers, for
your visits and for your kindness. They have all made a difference
and I am slowly feeling better though I have two more operations to
go. Bless you all, Judith Smith.

Andy and
Pauline would
like to thank
everyone who
helped them
on the
occasion of
their wedding,
making it a
day which
they will
always
remember.

THANK
YOU



Prayer Page
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PRAYERS
11th June we remember Barnabus the Apostle:
We thank you, Father, for dedicated men and women who like
Barnabus have offered their goods and their gifts to your service,
and their companionship to your servants. Help us to follow the
pattern of their selfless devotion and loyal friendship, and so to
further the cause of your kingdom; for the glory of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

Basil Naylor
Christ our Lord, we remember today with thanksgiving your servant
Barnabus, that generous and warm-hearted man who was a true
Son of Consolation in the apostolic church. Help us by your grace to
follow his faith, the faith that works through love; and like him,. Make
us generous in our giving, in our judgements, and in our friendship.
Grant this, O Lord, for the honour of your name.

Frank Colquhoun

8th June sees the beginning of World Refugee Week:
Certainty dissolves, truth wavers, I am lost. Snow freezes, sun
bakes, earth cracks open. Children cry, fathers mourn, mothers
question. God weeps, Christ keeps, first and last. All are gathered.
Amen

Ruth Gee, Darlington District Chair

24th June We remember the Nativity of John the Baptist:
By your power, Sovereign Lord, John the Baptist was born into the
world as fore-runner of the promised Messiah. Help us to heed his
message of repentance and amendment of life, and to follow his
example of boldness and self-denial, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Collects with the New Lectionary
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Give us, O God, something of the spirit of your servant John the
Baptist: his moral courage, his contentment with simplicity, his
refusal to be fettered by this world, his faithfulness in witness to the
end. So may we be heralds of Christ and his kingdom and make
ready his way, to the glory of his name.

Adopted from Response

Count your garden by the flowers
Never by the leaves that fall,

Count your days by golden hours
Don't remember clouds at all.

Count your nights by stars, not shadows,
Count your life by smiles, not tears,

And with joy on every birthday
Count your life in friends not years. Will Roberts

Our life is in a book of chapters three
The past, the present and the 'yet to be'.

The past is gone - it is stored away
The present we live with every day
The future is not for us to see
It is locked away and. - God holds the key!

Will Roberts

Will is brother of Gordon Roberts who left us about seven years ago to
join his daughter in Wales - lovely man full of fun and Irish blarney - but
he has returned to Devon and is now living in Horrabridge. AH

MONTHLY COFFEE MORNING
Every month except in the holiday periods, on the last
Saturday there is a coffee morning held in the Moore

Hall in aid of church funds. It is a happy social event
with many regular attendees.

NEXT: Saturday May 26th
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EASTER OFFERING DEDICATION SERVICE

was held, this year, at Oreston and was attended by nearly 50 people.
The service which gives us an opportunity to dedicate the money
raised for World Mission, was written mainly by Rachel Collins, the
British Helen Kim Memorial Scholar (2011-2016) and a local preacher
from Ashton-under-Lyme Circuit. It is a gift from MWiB to the whole
church. The theme was “Seek Peace and Pursue it” words found in
Psalm 34 and also in Matthew 5: 43-48.

The service included three stories where the money raised for World
Mission has been used. Firstly in Sri Lanka helping people – men
women and children – who have been injured – suffered in some cases,
multiple limb loss – recover and enable them to live lives that are
fulfilled and free of any fear of retribution pain or anger.

Secondly a story of how John Howard a mission partner in Israel/
Palestine is supporting Daoud Nasser who runs a farm which has also
become a centre for peace and non-violent resistance to the taking of
Palestinian land. He says “We face many difficulties but Jesus faced
the Cross for us and then came the Resurrection. We will continue our
journey for justice and peace – with faith, love and hope”.

The third story tells of a young girl who is the third generation survivor
of the atomic bomb. Her paternal grandmother was always willing to
talk of her experience but her maternal grandfather would never
mention it until, on his death bed, he urged his granddaughter to return
to Nagasaki to secondary school and “learn about peace”. This she
has done, even though it means her being a boarder. She has joined
the Peace Studies Club – one of the aims of which is to campaign for
the abolition of nuclear weapons. The group’s motto is “Our efforts are
humble, but we are not powerless!”

With prayers and hymns and a few moments of silent reflection we



dedicated the money raised this year and came away thinking of how
important it is to “seek peace and pursue it”.

The Easter Offering raised was £1579.80 for World Mission.
Thank you.
We thank Oreston Church most sincerely for hosting us, for the beautiful
flowers and the tea and bikkies afterwards – which were enjoyed by
those present as can be seen by the photograph.

We thank Brian Gerry for playing for us, and all those who read the
prayers, Bible readings and the stories.

May God’s peace be with you.

Di Smart
On behalf of P&D Circuit MWiB (All the stories can be found on the
MWiB website under “Easter Offering”.)
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Circuit Forum Update
The Circuit Forum has been meeting regularly to discuss the future
of the circuit with particular focus on the leadership of our
Churches and its worship. These meetings have been led by Revd
Andy Day and supported by Janet Dobinson with most of the
churches in the circuit represented.
It has been recognised that with the likelihood of fewer ordained
ministers, that lay people would need to step up and rise to the
challenge, taking a bigger part.
Each church is individual with varying strengths and weaknesses
but in general there is recognised need for mission and outreach.
Some other outcomes.

o Relationships across the circuit are important.
o As individuals we need to grow in confidence in

evangelism.
o We must ALL make PRAYER a priority, a Spiritual

problem needs a Spiritual answer.
At the last meeting we concentrated our discussion around worship
and how this could be enhanced. It was apparent that some
churches are richer in resources of materials, technical expertise
and manpower and it was suggested that we could share resources
across the circuit.
It has been good to share ideas and everyone has benefited from
this and it is hoped to encourage and support one another with
more circuit involvements.
Finally we have been requested to pose the question
“Is there a subject on which you would like preachers to reflect?”

If you have any thoughts on this or any overall comments please
contact me liz.mikecoleman@yahoo.co.uk.
or Di Smart at dsmart781@btinternet.com L.C.



SHELTERED HOUSING
I am writing to let you know that we have a vacancy at our Abbeyfield
House in Plymstock. This is a lovely 1 bedroom self-contained flat on
the first floor. Meals are provided within the communal dining area.
If you know anyone who may need sheltered accommodation with

meal provisions, please get in touch.
Mobile: 07387015535
Email: s.garland@abbeyfield.com
Kind Regards
Samantha Garland
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Plymouth
MilitaryWives Choir

Summer
Concert

Extravaganza

23rd June 2018
Methodist Central

Hall
1900 hrs

SIXTY YEARS

On Thursday 17th May, Keith
and Maureen Richardson
celebrated their Diamond
Wedding Anniversary with a
lovely party at Wysteria House.
The staff were trully amazing and
made dozens of friends feel very
welcome. They made a huge
Cake to celebrate the occasion.



MWiB SPRING DISTRICT DAY AT
FREMINGTON METHODIST CHURCH

On 2nd May nine ladies from Elburton drove to north Devon for our
Spring District Day, which was a lovely time of fellowship and an
opportunity to meet others from within our District. Revd Audrey
Standhaft gave very informative talks in both the morning and the
afternoon sessions about her 3 visits to Cuba and how things had
changed over the years. Her first visit was 20 years ago and the
others in more recent years.
Instead of a lot of MWiB 'business' in the morning there was an
excellent newsletter containing lots of information in the form of a
booklet available for everyone. If you weren't able to go and would
like a copy, please contact Carol Batchelor.
We also had a visit from Phil Pugsley, the representative for our
current project Amigos, to update us on the work being carried out
in Uganda. You can see from the cheque in the photo (with our
District President, Di Smart, Phil and Sharon Canning, District Vice
President) that our fundraising has been going very well, and in fact
we have now raised quite a lot more than the amount shown.The
ladies from Elburton MWiB will be hosting an afternoon of new and
favourite hymns during the afternoon of Tuesday 5th June. There
will be refreshments and a retiring collection for Amigos. This will
be our final official fundraising effort before we change our project
from an overseas
charity to a home
based one in
September.
Everyone is very
welcome to come and
enjoy an afternoon
singing favourite
hymns and learning
some new ones, with
a time of fellowship
and food!
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Oreston Methodist Church

June 3rd Rev'd Colin Phipps
The service will include SACRAMENT

recommended again this month by two members.
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!"#$%&'($)*
Funeral Services

01752 423024
Available 24 hours

Affordable 
Funerals 

£1800

For more information, please call 
us on the number below for a 

no obligation chat or visit us on
www.westfunerals.co.uk

Covering Plymouth and surrounding areas

“As a small 
independent 
funeral 
director, we 
offer a caring, 
professional 
service, helping 
families with 
the whole process including 
any funding if needed.”

Shelley - our 
funeral director

£1099



ORESTON EVENTS...
Oreston Parents and
Toddlers
The Group meets every Friday in
term time, in the Church Hall
from 1.30pm - 3.15pm. All are
welcome.

Oreston Stitch, Knit &
Natter
The group meets every
Monday from 2.00 – 4.00 pm
in the Church Hall. Craft
activities of many types take
place and all are welcome to
attend.

All Age Table
Tennis

2 pm to 4 pm each Tuesday
(excluding School Holidays)
Used to Play? Want to Learn?
or just want to have some fun
& exercise at the same time?
Drop in any Tuesday and
expect A WARM WELCOME!

THE INTERCHURCH
BIBLE STUDY GROUP
the interchurch Bible Study
Group now meets only once a
month at Pomphlett on the 4th
Friday of each month at 10am
and it is led by the Rev'd Andy
Day - all are welcome.
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POMPHLETT METHODIST CHURCH

PREACHERS AT POMPHLETT ON SUNDAYS AT 9.30 AM

Answer:RogerDoddandPaulineRaine

June 3rd Rev'd Colin Roberts
June 10th Rev'd Andrew Day SACRAMENT
June 17th Mr Nigel Norris
June 24th Mrs Di Smart

For lawns,
hedges, patios,
paths, painting,
and decorating
- please call:

The Message
Our job isn't to change the message. Our job is to

let the message change us.

Promises
God didn't promise a calm passage. He promised a

safe landing.
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My dear Friends at Gateway,
I have just returned from a wedding at Elburton Methodist Church
which was conducted by our Superintendent Minister, Simon Leigh.
The church was crowded and there was a singing group who
provided the music; there was also the Bride and Groom. We heard
them pledge their vows to each other and Simon declared them to
be man and wife. Applause then followed and after prayers, more
applause was given as the couple left the worship area.
Jesus once attended a wedding in Cana of Galilee and his disciples
as well as his mother Mary were also invited. Cana was a village in
the hills of Galilee and a wedding would have been a community
celebration. The party was in full swing when the wine ran out. Now
for the host that would have been a social disaster, a social
disgrace, something that would never be forgotten. It is then that
Mary steps in telling Jesus of the emergency.
His reply seems somewhat abrupt “Dear woman, why do you involve
me? My time has not yet come”. Nevertheless Mary tells the
servants to do whatever Jesus tells them. She fully expected him to
take appropriate action, because he was no longer under her
jurisdiction but living in a new pattern of life for God.
Six stone jars were standing nearby, each one containing about
twenty gallons. They were there for the washing of hands which in
Jesus’ day was very important before eating and a ritual was
observed of pouring water over the back of the hand and then the
palm and fingers. Jesus order the servants to fill the jars with water
and they were filled to the brim. He then commands them to draw
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out some of the water and take it to the master of the banquet,
namely the headwaiter or toastmaster, who tasted it. He, in turn,
addresses the bridegroom: “Most people serve the best wines first
and then cheaper ones when the former had run out, But you have
kept the best to the last!” So our Saviour saved the situation and he
continues to do that when people turn to him in distress. Providing
we’re not taking him for granted nor trying to turn something into our
own advantage, he will help you because he loves you so very
much.
Your brother in Christ, David
The service this month is on the second Sunday of June (10th) and
will be led by Roger and Julie Dodd. at 11.00 am. All are welcome.
the theme will be, " Have you got time to listen ? "The Coffee
Mornings are always on Wednesday mornings at 10.30 am - 12.00
noon. We send love and best wishes to Helen Nicholson and
Marian Barnett who will be celebrating birthdays in June.
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SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

Brian Fowler stomped into the church hall wearing the muddy boots he'd
been using on his farmstead. "I’ve brought a bag of Barbara’s clothes for
your car jumble sale, or whatever you call it. No use wasting them, and
no sense keeping them."
"Oh, thanks Brian." smiled a busy young woman called Shirley. "It’s not
a jumble sale by the way, it’s a car boot sale. Oh these are lovely. That
was very thoughtful of you. Would you put them over there for me? I’ll
sort them when I have a moment."
"Tisn’t like they’re any good to me, and if you can use them..." Brian
trailed off. "Mind the forecast in’t too good for you is it, seeing as how
you’re doing it outside. Reckon it’s not just your cars that’ll need boots."
"Oh, I’m not worried. We’re all praying for sunshine. God will provide,"
the woman replied with a modicum of naive optimism.
Brian coughed. "Oops!" he said.
"What do you mean “Oops!”?"
"Well, it’s just that I’ve been praying for rain."
"Brian! How could you?" Shirley responded in a shocked voice.
"Look, I’ve got fifteen acres of wheat out there that’s desperate for it."
Brian explained.
"Yes but this car boot sale is to raise money for Becky Hunter."
"So what’s she want with it?"
"She’s dying of cancer, Brian. This is to get her to Lourdes. It’s more
important than your fields!"
"You reckon a holiday is more important than my living - my bread and
butter, do you?" Brian answered argumentatively.
"It isn’t a holiday. It’s a pilgrimage." Shirley corrected.
"I know what it is. I’ve been there. If you must know, I took Barbara there
before she died."
"I didn’t know."
Brian lost himself in his thoughts as he explained, "This girl called
Bernadette saw visions she said was the Virgin Mary. If you ask me, she
was barking mad."
This surprised Shirley, " Brian!"
"You know she ate grass, crawled on her knees and drank muddy
water? They tell you that," Brian responded to justify what he had said.
"I know she saw the Virgin eighteen times. Others believed her, they
went to the grotto and prayed to the Virgin, and they were cured of their
sickness, like we hope Becky’s going to be. The churches at Lourdes
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are lined with thousands of “thank you” plaques from people she’s
healed."
"She’s healed?" Brian queried.
"Yes. Well, I suppose she spoke to her son and got him to."
Brian was now well away with his memories. "We did it all. We even
bought a candle the size of a small tree and had them light it down by the
river. You aren’t allowed to light it yourself, you know. You can see
hundreds of them burning there in locked cages." He became silent for a
moment then spoke quietly, "Barbara still died. Do you know, more than
six million people go there every year. I don't think they should allow it."
"I'm sorry your wife died, Brian. but I don’t see a problem with what they
try to do there." Shirley answered, not sure what else to say.
"I’ll tell you what the problem is. I can live with God saying “no” when we
ask him for things. After all, he can’t give us both the weather we want
tomorrow, can he? No, what I want to know is - why do we have to go to
Lourdes? Why do we have to ask the mother of Jesus to speak to him for
us? Why, when God is closer than a breath away, do I have to ask
anybody, be they priest, saint, or the Virgin Mary, to come between me
and God?"
Shirley took a moment to assimilate what she heard. "But, these are
mainstream beliefs, Brian."
"No they aren’t! Jesus didn’t say to us: 'When you need something, ask
my mother, who’ll get me to ask Dad!' He told us to go direct to God. Why
put somebody else between?"
"Because it works!"
"Well it didn’t for me and Barbara, did it!"
"Well I’m sorry but, maybe you were too cynical. Maybe you just didn’t
have enough faith."
Brian began to turn puce. Then anger welled up inside him and he
stabbed a finger towards Shirley. "Don’t you ever, ever, say that to
anyone!" he said slowly. "You can’t begin to know what we went through,
or what we believed. Do you think you know God’s will? Are you standing
there telling me that God took her from me because I lacked faith?"
"I'm sorry, but.."
"Keep the clothes. Use them how you want, but believe me - God doesn’t
need Bernadette or Mary to do his miracles if he wants to do them. You’d
do far better to hold a day’s prayer for Becky and give the money to
research. And you’d better be sure to pray for peace and acceptance if his
answer’s “no”, as well. Goodbye!" AR
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